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Partner information sheet 

Purpose of the partner’s pension 

Unmarried persons do not have sufficient protection in the event of death. Unlike married and registered partners, 
mandatory social insurances do not provide benefits to unmarried partners if they lose a source of earned income as a 
result of a death. This is felt particularly severely in cases where one partner predominately raises children and the 
other is in paid employment. A partner’s pension from the occupational pension scheme protects the surviving partner 
by providing them with a regular income. 

Equal treatment of cohabiting couples 

If a partner's pension is also insured under the pension plan, cohabitation shall be considered equivalent to a marriage 
or registered partnership, if the insured person, or person in receipt of an old-age or invalidity pension, so desires. 

The partner must be registered with the occupational pension scheme while the insured person is still alive. They shall 
then be entitled to a partner’s pension provided certain conditions are met. The partner can be of the same or a different 
sex.  

Conditions 

The following conditions must have been cumulatively met: 

• the partner must be registered in writing with the occupational pension scheme while the insured person is
still alive; and

• neither partner may be married and the two must not be related; and

• the partner must have been living with the insured person continuously for the five years prior to the insured
person’s death, or have to provide for the maintenance of one or more children for whom they were jointly
responsible, and

• the surviving partner must not already be in receipt of a survivor’s pension from the OASI/IV scheme or from
a 2nd pillar occupational pension scheme from a previous marriage, registered partnership or cohabitation,
and must not have claimed capital benefits in lieu of such a pension.

Amount of the partner’s pension 

The amount of the partner’s pension corresponds with the amount of the spouse’s pension. 

Claiming the partner’s pension 

A written application to claim a partner’s pension must be submitted to the occupational pension scheme within three 

months of the death of the insured person at the latest. 

Expiration of entitlement to a partner’s pension 

Entitlement expires at the end of the month in which the person claiming the partner’s pension 

• marries; or

• enters a new partnership (registered partnership or cohabiting relationship); or

• dies

Required documents in the event of death 

The documents may be no more than three months old. 

• Copy of the death certificate

• Copies of the civil status certificates for the deceased and the surviving partner

• Copy of a confirmation of shared children (family booklet or declaration of acknowledgement)

• Copy of the rental or purchase contract or certificate of residence

• Supporting documents as requested by the occupational pension scheme
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